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EXCURSION ~ NEWS SHEET 


Meeting April 6 Brett Mitchell. Natural History of 
| _ @heMt. Gambier area. 
Meeting May Tony Cavanagh. Panksiase 


Excursion April 8 Haddon Smythesdale area. 


Excursion May 6 Brisbane Ranges. 
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P. Murphy. - Australian Hobby over Lake Wendouree. ~ 
: - Young Swamp Wallaby sec on Mt. Warrenheip. 


L. Fink ~- Road killed Swamp Wallaby near B.C.A.E. at Mt. 
Helen. 
A. Barlow - Fewer Starlings in Mt. Helen at present. 


- Juvenile Magpie found in poor immobile state - 
nursed back to health on diet of dog food and water! 
H. Burgess - Reported build up of Starling numbers in Nth. 
Ballarat. 
- Osage Orange bush on Plaistowe road, Campbelltown, ~ 
is flourishing. 
Lorikeets still frequenting garden trees in East 
Ballarat. Se 
G. Binns - Observed two small flocks of Regent Parrotson | 
: Sunraysia Highway (1.3.90) at Trinita and Gama. 
- Darter reared three young at Clunes Swamp in 
January. 


V. Hocking © 


A Special Event! 

‘Best wishes and congratulations were extended on behalf of the club, 
to Roger Thomas and Frances Brown on the occasion of their 
marriage on February 25th. May they have a long and happy future 
together. 


For Your Diary ~ 

April 8. - =Excursion to Smythesdale, Haddon area. Full day 
5 excursion, with the afternoon meeting spot at Haddon 
Common, 1:30pm. Drive via Carngham Rd., Sago Hill Rd., | 
‘ Schroeders Lane, and continue on track straight ahead. 
April 26 - Committee Meeting. 8pm at 1320 Dana St., Ballarat. 
August 31 to Sept: 2 - W.V.F.N.C.A.. Campout at Wyperfeld National 

Park. : 
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NATURAL HISTORY QUIZ--- 


4. A leaf may be described as dentate: What is 
the meaning of this word? 

2. What is the name of the first animal known to 
be brought to Australia by man? 

3. Wallaby and kangoroo are macropods. What does © 
the word mean? > 

h. What is our only indigenous Crane? a, 

5e | What oS 0uS only indigenous SINE scars Pose 2 


PBURN EXCURSION Sunday 4th March, 1990 


The weather was already warm when we gathered at Crocker’s 
Corner at 9.30am. The runners in the Begonia Classic event were 
covered in sweat as they ran along Mair Street. We journeyed 
through Barkstead where the bush was lush and green, a contrast to 
the area seen later in the day. Our first stop was the Daylestord 
market to buy fresh apples and other produce. 


The main area tobe explored was the Blowhole area in Hepburn 
Regional Park. Prior to lunch we walked along a ridge of open 
peppermint forest. Before the temperature climbed too high,. the 
bush birds were active. As expected, this area was very dry but we 
did see the deep purple flowers of a Stork’s-bill and one Single, late 
flower onaParrot-pea. rive 


After lunch we walked down to Sailors Creek to see the 
Blowhole. This is a tunnel cut through a ridge to divert the creek, 
The track around the original loop of the creek follows the contours 
of old water channels. Evidence of the mining which occurred last 
century 1S still obvious. Along the gully the flowering Manna Gums 
were attracting honeyeaters and we were pleased to see the bright 
colour of a Scarlet Robin. The cool water of the creek provided 
relief for hot feet after an hours walk. 


~~~ Our return journey was broken at Deep Springs. Here we filled 
bottles with mineral water and picked Blackberries. Among the. 
blackberries was a Yellow-tufted Honeyeater nest containing two. 
fledglings, JG 


OCEAN GROVE CAMPOUT March 9-12, 1990 
Geelong Field Naturalists Club prourded an interes and 
varied program for the annual VFNCA campout. 


The weekend began on Friday night with Robert Burn speaking on 
Opistobranchs (bubble shells and sea hares) and Nudibranchs (sea 


- slugs). This group of animals has not been widely studied and 


Robert, an amateur naturalist, has described several new genera 
and many new species. Both nudibranchs and opistobranchs are 
molluscs of the gastropod group. These organisms show a wide 
variation of external shape and habit. Many species have no shell 
or it may be covered by fleshy mantle flaps. Their size varies from 
microscopic ta 1 metre. They can be found from the intertidal zone 
to the open ocean and deep sea floor. The slides showed the 
delicate nature of the animals and the range of subtle and bright 
colours to be found. 


During the excursion to Swan Bay we learnt of the importance of 
the sea grass beds for the ecology of the bay. The sea grass grows 
on the floor of the shallow bay and is the beginning of the food 
chain. Not many organisms feed on the living sea grass, but the 
dead sea grass is broken down by bacteria and eaten by large 
numbers of burrowing worms, molluscs and crustaceans. -They, in 
turn, are eaten by birds and fish. The sea grass meadows also 
provide shelter for many animals including Yellow-eyed Mullet and 
King George Whiting. This rich habitat is threatened by various 
proposed housing and tourist developments. Pollution by oil and 
anti-fouling paints used on boat hulls would also SSIS the 
ecological balance of the bay community. 


Sand Island is situated between Queenscliff and Swan Island. It 
has been completely man-made with the spoil from dredging the 
channel into Queenscliff boat harbour. During an hour of bird 
watching nearly 40 species of birds were seen. These included many 


' migratory waders which oe soon return to the northern hemisphere 


to SITE 


DeKerry Black, an oceanographer from the Victorian Institute af 
Marine Science, spoke on Saturday evening. He explained the use of 


accurate measurements of waves, currents, tides and winds to 


develop computer models of the coastline. The computer models can 
then be used for many practical purposes such as pollution control, 


= erosion prevention and: to CE EIOE management plans for coastal 


areds. 


The activity I chose for Sunday’ #as a walk Se the Resch oa 
cliff tops from Point Addis to Amglesea. The Moonah had Just 
finished flowering and some early autumn flowers were. appearing in 
the heathland areas. These included Pink Heath, Common Correa.and 
Paper-flower (Thomasia petalocalyx}. Many. Australasian Gannets 
were seen soaring over the ocean.. The walk ended at Coogoorah 
park which has been developed iby cutting channels from the 
Anglesea River to extinguish the burning peat after the Ash 
Wednesday 1983 fire, 


Many of the member clubs of the VFNCA showed slides on 
Sunday night. These covered a range of topics from the 
preservation of the Eastern Barred Bandicoot at Hamilton to 
magnificient sunsets over the ocean near the Twelve Apostles, 
Helen Burgess explained the effort made to save the Clunes Swamps 
and showed slides of different habitats and the variety of Birds 
which nest. on the swamps. 


The final excursion for the weekend was a cruise on Port Phillip 
Bay to the South Channel Fort. The fort was built in the 1880’s on 
rock and sand shipped. into’ the bay to form an island. Guns were — 
aimed at the main shipping channel of the bay but never fired in - 
anger. The fort is now being restored and the island is a nesting 
area for birds. On the way out we saw many fur seals swimming 
around the navigation lights. We passed Wedge Light which is 
inhabitated by Gannets. It is the first recording of Gannets 
breeding on an artificial structure and some chicks, still in downy 
coats, were seen. 


Lunch at the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve and a quick walk into 
the western end of the reserve. which has recently been burnt 
completed a very interesting and enjoyable weekend. 


MEMBERS NIGHT. 


AS usual our members night was anpther success— 
ful evening, with many members showing slides and . 
speaking about the many end varied places they es 
visited. 

Greg Binns:- Had many slides ‘of the Clunes Swamps 
showing mainly nesting birds, Spoonbilis, Little 
Pied Cormorants, Sacred Ibis, Great Cormorants, 
Masked Lapwings, Coots and Swans, there were a 
group of "Damper-makers" very rare. 

Frank Harrap:- From S.A. Sturt Desert Pea, Black 
Buzzards, then to theN.T. Baobab Trees, burnt area — 
regenerating ,Brolgds and others, also some large 
wa ders" at Clunes Swamp. 

Clare Dalman :- Some interesting viewa of Canada, 
showing both urban life and snow scenery. 

Helen Burgess ;- showed some lovely slides of ees 
Plants from Mt Koscius c. 

John Greghurk :;- Heath land. and little desert scenes 
Ken Hammond :- Grampians Sierra range, Victoria 
Range, Reservoirs and from the devil's Kitchen 
Peregrine falcons. 

Florence Williamson :- The eclipse and Japanese : 
students and scientists. ‘. 
Lyndsay Fink :- Lake Eyre, Frome Creek and flora 
of the area. LeF 


eeonape na to Crossword No 19:- 
~-Across 1.pelican 5.lemming 9.alligator 10. hen 
44.tick 12.liver 13.peke 16.cuckoo 
19.thumbs 20.cod 24.plover 22.grinds 
26.nose 27.-lemur 28.opal 32.her 
33-edelweiss 34. redhead 35.-lampreye 


Down ‘4eplastic 2.lilac 3.cage 4.nutria 
5elarder 6.musk 7.ichneumon 8.ganders 
44.cover 15.charm 17.crossbred 18.hop 
24-panther 23.splashy 24,depend 25.mdeel — 
29eprior 30.tope 31-eswim 


ELM LEAF BEETLE - A threat to local Elm trees. 
This small orange and black beetle (Pyrrhalta luteola) of some 8mm 
in length has been found in Australia, on the Mornington Peninsula, 
during 1989 and has already affected elm trees there quite badly. 
It is not to be confused with the Dutch Elm Disease which destroys 
trees; but the larvae of the beetle can defoliate trees in heavy 
infestations. Repeated infestations can seriously weaken trees, and 
perhaps eventually kill. The larvae eat out "shot holes" in the leaves” 
during summer. Whilst they do not attack native trees they could 
seriously affect our built up environment. Members of the public 

. have been urged to report new infestations to the local Council. 
Pamphlets on life cycle and control are available. a 


Past President, Frank Harrop, has returned home after surgery at the 
Austin Hospital, Heidelberg, Best wishes, Frank, for a speedy and full 
recovery, and the prospect of lots of enjoyable field activity! 


TREE VICTORIA GRANT. 


The Club has been successful in gaining a | mean 
of $4,200, through "Tree Victoria", for the 
purpose of protection of the vegetation on the 
Linton flore and fauna Reserve, (at the 92 mile 
post on the Glenelg Highway). This will be to 
refence. boundaries where the fencing is badly 
deteriorated, thus affording some protection for 
excellant patch of remnant vegetation. This reserve 
is owned by the Victorian Conservation Trust with 
support from local residents, and our Club. The 
presentation of the grant was made, together with 
others to local recipients, at the Land Care 
seminar conducted by the Bep. of C.F and L. at 
BEM C.A.Ee. on April 5th. 


Quiz Answers? tre Toothed (ie in the shape of 
it's edge). 
2. Dingo 3. Large Foote lu. Brolga. 5. Jabiru 
(Black Headed Stork). 2 


FAMILY  POLYGONACZAz 


This family takes its name from the genus POLY - 
GONUM which means many knees or many nodes, a character 
which can be easily seen in the weed, P. prostratum 
( Creeping Knotweed ) 


The plants in this family are widespread in temp- 
erate regions -- there are 40 genera and 800 species. 
Many members in Victoria are regarded as weeds, e.g. 
Sheep Sorrel which is found on poor cultivated fields. 
Beauglehole places this in the genus Acetoselly but 

others regard it as being a member of the genus Rumex 
'( Docks ) which were so-named because the leaf has the s 
shape of a dart or javelin. ( " Rumex " is the Latin 
word for a dart or javelin ) Rhubarb ( genus Rheum ) 
belongs to this family. 


Several docks are found around Ballarat, usually ~ 
in wet places. They are perennials with a thick and deep 
tap root. The flowers are small, often turning red, on 
jointed pedicels in whorl-like clusters forming racemes 
or panicles. The flowers may be dioecius, polygamous, 
or hermaphrodite. There are six perianth segments, the 
inner three enlarge ( called valves ) as the fruit devel- 
ops and close over the fruit. There are 6 stamas and 
-3 stigmas. In all, there are about 200 species - not. 

many are found in Victoria. ADRS 


The characteristics of the valves are used to 
identify different species e.g. in Rumex brownii ( Slend- 
er Dock ) the valves have a hooked point and two or three 
hooked bristles on each side, the whole valve structure 
is only about 4 mm long. 


